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- All Owners/Operators of Bell Helicopters
SUBJECT. Defective NAS516-1A Grease Fittings

it has boen reported that defective NASS1E-14 grease filings have been found
in Bell inveniory at Mirabel Canada and Fort Worth Texas. There is a possibility
that parts with defective MAS516-1A grease fittings may have been delivered io
customars, Additionally the MASS16-1 grease fitings have been superseded by
the NAS516-14 grease fiting, thenslone the assembles affecied include 1hose
that call for the —1. It is also possible thal customers may have dedective
MASS16-1/4 greasa filings in there spare stock as individual gresss fitings and
in spare nexi higher assemblies. A delective NASE1E-1A grease fling oould
resull in the fallowing conditions:

1) The seal-bal may not retum b a sealing positon after grease
application gun is removed from the grease fitting.

2) The ball and spring ingide the graasa fiting housing may be forced out
aof the grease fitting housing during the introduciion of grease via the
grease gun. This condiion could result in:

& The greass passape will become blocked, possibly preventing
greasa from ragching the bearing during the lubncaticn procedune,

b. The ball andiar spring entering the bearing. This carditicn could
result in degradation of the baaring over Bma.

Recommended actions to be taken in the field:

« Oparators should check the function of installed MAS 518-1/14
grease fittings by vesifying the presence of e ball ard sprng
“irify aparation by using the chuck end of & JE4-inch st anll
or similar sipe Bem and press on the ball with enough force 1o
unseat the ball and botioen the spring. Exercise judoment and
e caraful nat io press with excessive lorca and press e ball of
a good fitling cut or deform the seating spring. Note the feel of
the ball and spring. Should the ball press through the fiting pror
to the spring bothoming or the spring nat reluming and seating
the ball, then the Biting is defective and should be replaced.



