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ACCT
o
TEXT

 UNCLAS
SUBJECT: PM UTILITY HELICOPTERS STATUS UPDATE ON GROUNDING OF UH-1
AIRCRAFT DUE TO SUSPECTED CRACKS IN TAILBOOM VERTICAL FIN

REF: CDRAMCOM 071815Z MAY 99, SUBJECT: SAFETY OF FLIGHT MESSAGE,
OPERATIONAL, RCE CSGLD-1860{Rl}, IMMEDIATE GROUNDING OF UH-1H/V
SERIES ATRCRAFT (UH=-1-98=02]

1. SOF MESSAGE UH-1-99-02 WAS ISSUED 7 MAY TO IMMEDIATELY GROUND
THE UH-1 FLEET UNTIL INSPECTION PROCEDURES TO DETERMINE THE
PRESENCE OF CRACKS IN THE TAIL BOOM VERTICAL FIN SPAR COULD BE
DEVELOPED AND IMPLEMENTED. THE GROUNDING MESSAGE INDICATED THAT
A FOLLOW-ON SAFETY OF FLIGHT MESSAGE IMPLEMENTING THOSE
INSPECTION PROCEDURES WOULD BE ISSUED WITHIN 7-10 DAYS. WE WILL
NOT BE ABLE TO MEET THAT SCHEDULE.

2. THE PACING ITEM FOR COMPLETING THAT SOF MESSAGE IS THE
INSPECTION PROCEDURE. OUR ORIGINAL STRATEGY WAS TO LEVERAGE
EXISTING ALERT BULLETIN INSPECTION PROCEDURES TO THE MAXIMUM
EXTENT POSSIBELE TO EXPEDITE RELEASE OF THE SOF MESSAGE ENABLING
ABRMY INSPECTIONS TO BEGIN. VALIDATION OF THOSE PROCEDURES
REVEALED DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE BULLETIN PROCEDURES AND OUR
AIRCRAFT THAT ALTERED OUR STRATEGY AND DELAYED OUR MESSAGE
RELEASE. AMCOM, BELL HELICOPTER, AND AVIATION CENTER
REFRESENTATIVES ARE CONTINUING THEIR EVALUATION OF ¥-RAY, DYE
PENETRANT, AND VISUAL INSPECTION TECHNIQUES. THE LOGISTICS AND

’FEFQUIFHEHT ISS5UES RELATED TO EACH OF THE TECHNIQUES IS ALSO BEING
IXAMINED. ONCE THE INSPECTICN REQUIREMENTS ARE BROUGHT TO
CLOSURE AND VALIDATED, WE WILL COMPLETE AND RELEASE THE
IMPLEMENTING SOF MESSAGE.

3. POINT OF CONTACT, WALLY NEWCOMB, APM UH-1, DSN 645-8769, CML
{256) 955-8769, EMAIL "WALLY.NEWCOMBEUH.REDSTONE.ARMY.MIL".



ACCT

TEKXT

s UNCLAS

SUBJECT: PM UTILITY RELICOPTERS STARTUS UFDATE NUMBER 2 oW
GROUNDIRG OF UH-1 AIRCRAFT DUE TO SUSPECTED CRACES IN
TAILESOM VERTICAL FIN

NOTE
THIS IS HOT A SKFETY OF FLIGHT OR AVIATION
SAFETY ACTION MESSAGE

REFERENCE:

A. AMARM-DSR-U, 1421052 MAY 3%, BAB

B. CDHRMCOM OT18152 MAY 99, SUBJECT: SAFETY OF FLIGHT
HESSAGE, OFERATIOMAL, RC3 CSGLL-1860 [Fl), IMMEDIATE
GROUNDIKG OF UH-1H/V SERIES AIACRAFT [UM-1-99-02)

1. REF A PROVIDED PM UTILITY HELICOBTERS UFDATE ON PROGRESS
TOMARD DEVELOPING INSPECTION PROCEDURES HECESSARY TO RETURN
THE UH-1 FLEET TO FLIGHT STATUS.

£. IT IS WOW AFFARENT THAT THE FINAL IHSPECTION FROCEDURES
WILL IRCLUDE RADIOGRAPMY (X-RAY] OF SELECTED PORTICHS OF THE
YERTICAL FIN SPAR. THIS WILL LIKELY BE AN INITIAL AS WELL
A3 A RECURRING REQUIREMENT. OTHER TECHNIQUES (SUCH AS
VISUAL} WILL BE USED IN COMJUNCTION WITH THE BEADIOGRAFHY .
SPECIFIC FROCEDURES (3ET-UP, EXPOSURE TIMES, FILM SFEEDS,
ETC} ARE STILL BEING FINALIZED, PENDING ISSUE oF THE S0F
MESSAGE IMPLEMENTING THE REQUIRED INSFECTION, RECOMMEND

FUNITS BEGIN FLANNING EFFORTS To ASSURE THAT X-RAY INSPECTION
CAFABILITY IS AVAILABLE AND READY FOR USE,

3. SEVERAL THINGS EHOULD BE CHECKED. THE STANDARD
RADIOGRAFHIC EQUIFMENT WAS FIELDED WITH THE HDI SUITE OF
TEST EQUIFMENT TO AVIMS. EACH SITE FIELDED SHOULD VERIFY
THAT SCF3 ARE AVATLABLE AND CURRENT, VERIFY ETATUS OF SITE
APPROVAL AND CHECK CONSUMABLE SUPPLIES, CHEMICALS FURNISHED
DURING EQUIFMENT FIELOING ARE LIKELY TG BE CUT OF DATE AND
EEQULD BE REFLACED. THE X-RAY FILM TO BE USED I5: KODRK,
A3MM X 200 FT, INDUSTRIAL X-FRY, M SPEED REDIPACEK.
APPRONIMATE COST IS 5150 PLUS SHIPPING. THE FILM SHOULD BE
LOCAL FUACHASED. ONE ENOMN SCURCE I5 NORTHSTAR IMAGING INC,
POC IE HANCY BONNEMA, PHOHE (651} G45-6684. ASKE FOR CATALOG
N 1455023, ADDITICHAL SOURCES WILL BE IDENTIFIED IN SOF
MESSAGE.

A. SPECIFIC QUESTIONS REGARDING THE STATUS OF THE X-RAY
EQUIFMENT SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE AVIATION GROUND SUPBORT
EQUIPMENT WSM. POC 15 MR. WAYNE SUCHMAN, DSN 746-2228, CML
[256) BT6-2228. E-MAIL 15

"HAYNE. SUCHHANBREDSTONE. ARNY . MIL".

5. POINT OF OONTALCT, WALLY HEWCOME, APM UH-1, DIN 645-B7E9,
ML (256) 955-876§, EMAIL
"mw,ﬂlmllu“.m:bam,m.mr.



